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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Wednesday, June 15, 2011 

7:30 pm 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm, Wednesday, June 15, 2011, at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 
 
Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  

Anne Houck  
Jim MacDonald 
Bruce Hartleben 

 
Members Absent:  Patty Kiernan 
 
Staff Present:   None 
 
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 
New Cases: 
 
1.  The Burger Joint    Case #ARB11-13 
 20 South Moger Avenue   Finish Comprehensive  

Mount Kisco, NY 10549  Sign Package & Tenant 
Proposal 

 
Chairman Kelly called the first case, The Burger Joint – 20 South Moger 
Avenue.  Elizabeth Olinto (wife of owner) appeared before the Board. 
 
Chairman Kelly explained that the proposed application shows three 
awnings: one awning on the corner at a 45 degree angle, one on the side 
street going up towards the train, and one on South Moger Avenue itself.  
He explained that two of the awnings have graphics because two of the 
awnings are above doors.  Chairman Kelly stated the question that the 
Board has is what is going on with the triangle when looking at the 
awnings from the side profile?  Is it an open space?  On the projection 
part, the underneath side, what is going on there?  Is there any lighting 
going on?  The “BGR”, is it semi translucent?  If it is lit, is it radiating out 
from underneath?  Elizabeth Olinto stated that she did not know the 
answers to his questions but she could call someone who could give the 
Board the answers that they are looking for.  
 
Chairman Kelly asked if the applicant planned on going to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals for the awning facing South Moger Avenue?  He 
explained that currently they cannot put a graphic on that awning because 
it is not over an entrance.  Jim MacDonald stated that from a visibility 
point of view it would be a good idea to go to the Zoning Board and get an 
approval to put a graphic on the awning on the South Moger Avenue side.   
 
Bruce Hartleben asked if the application covers materials.  Chairman Kelly 
stated that the application shows black Sunbrella fabric.  Chairman Kelly 
explained that if he is reading the drawings correctly, the graphic is being 
applied to the black so that you cannot see through it but he’s not 100% 
sure.  Jim MacDonald stated the height of the awnings is also a question 
he has.  He stated that in the different graphics the height of the corner 
awning is different: one drawing shows it touching the cornice or flashing 
at the top and another one shows it set down a little bit.  Anne Houck 
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stated that the written application states lighting method – none.  
Chairman Kelly stated that a couple of questions are now off.  He stated if 
he was reading the application correctly, the premium white graphic is 
applied to the solid Sunbrella.  The questions still remain, are the sides 
open or closed?  The front graphic on South Moger Avenue, are you going 
to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals for that?  The height of the corner 
piece, is it going to touch the cornice or be held down?  The Board also 
asked if the street number was going to be put on the awning or on the 
door?   
 
Elizabeth Olinto’s husband, Luigi Olinto, called in and spoke to Board via 
cell phone.  The Board explained their questions.  Luigi Olinto stated that 
he was going to call the sign designer and get the questions answered. 
 
Steve Christner from Sterico Signs & Designs called in and communicated 
with the Board via cell phone.  Chairman Kelly started with the “BGR” 
graphic, is it semi transparent or is it applied right to the black Sunbrella 
awning?  Steve Christner explained that it is applied right to the black 
Sunbrella awning, and that it is an opaque graphic.  Chairman Kelly asked 
if the awning on the forty five degree angle, in two of the photo shopped 
pictures, one shows it engaged with parapet band and the other one 
shows it about a foot below, which one is it?  Steve Christner stated that it 
is the picture that is engaged with the parapet band.  Chairman Kelly 
asked about the underside of the awning itself, what is going on with that?  
Steve Christner stated it will be a black anodized aluminum frame that is 
matching the awning so that it will be completely enclosed with the 
Sunbrella on the top.  Chairman Kelly asked about the triangle wedging on 
the sides, are the returns open?  Steve Christner stated yes, it is a 
completely open frame that is anodized and painted black.  Chairman 
Kelly stated that the Board is concerned if the bottom is completely 
enclosed, is it going to collect miscellaneous stuff from birds and other 
species?  Steve Christner stated that it should not be an issue.  They have 
a maintenance system in place for all of the BGRs across the country that 
includes cleaning the awnings and signage and any of the other 
apparatus.   
 
Chairman Kelly asked about lighting, he explained that the application 
stated there was no proposed lighting, and asked if that was correct.  
Steve Christner stated that they did want to propose lighting but he was 
under the impression that they needed to go to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals in order to get lighting approved.  Chairman Kelly explained that 
they could discuss the lighting at the present time also.  Steve Christner 
stated that they would like to install gooseneck lighting over each one of 
the awnings so that it illuminates the graphic, as opposed to doing the 
underlighting or translucent awnings.  Steve Christner explained that 
there will be two lights per awning on the sides of the building and one 
light on the front entrance of the building so the South Moger Avenue side 
of the building will have two lights, the Kirby Plaza side will have two 
lights, and the main entrance will have one light.  ‘ 
 
Jim MacDonald asked how the light on the forty five degree angle awning 
will be mounted?  Steve Christner stated they are going to mount it right 
above the awning.  Jim MacDonald asked if he planned to mount it right to 
the banding?  Steve Christer explained that was correct.  Bruce Hartleben 
stated he thought that will look a little bit jammed.  The Board agreed 
with Bruce Hartleben.  Bruce Hartleben stated that if you put the lighting 
on the wall itself and the awning lower it would look a little less jammed.  
Chairman Kelly asked how it was determined that that awning was going 
to be higher than all of the rest.  Steve Christner explained that the only 
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reason they proposed that is because that is what corporate gave them to 
do; they chose to give that one more height because it was over the 
entrance.  Steve Christner explained that they can make the awnings all 
the same height if that is what the Board prefers.  Chairman Kelly thought 
that was a good idea because that way there will be enough room to add 
the goosenecks.   
 
Chairman Kelly asked if they had rights to modify the drawings verbally 
over the phone and he could send something in writing later on.  Steve 
Christner gave the Chairman permission.  Chairman Kelly modified the 
main entrance awning to be in the same height as the two side ones.  He 
stated that all of the awnings are going to be made of the Sunbrella 
canvas.  Chairman Kelly asked what type of gooseneck they are proposing 
to use.  Steve Christner said it is called a gooseneck standard.  He stated 
he would also send in the specifications along with the drawings which 
shows the wattage and coverage area and explains everything about the 
lighting.  Chairman Kelly also explained that he wants to see on the 
drawing where the lights are going to be.  He told Steve to modify on the 
drawing the awning to comply with the other two in height, note that the 
awning and graphic on South Moger Avenue are subject to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals approval, and to show the goosenecks and where they 
are going to be located.  Jim MacDonald asked what color the goosenecks 
are going to be.  Steve Christner stated that they will be silver.  They 
chose silver because the goosenecks will match the mullions.   
 
Chairman Kelly and the rest of the Board stated that they are comfortable 
giving The Burger Joint a conditional approval subject to the modifications 
being sent in and he will sign off the on the modified drawings when they 
come in, so that they do not have to appear before the Board next month 
to receive their approval. 
 
Bruce Hartleben asked if anyone on the Board had a problem with the 
sides of the awnings being opened?  Chairman Kelly said he thought it 
would be somewhat of a maintenance factor between the leaves from the 
trees and birds making bird mess.  Bruce Hartleben stated that he was 
thinking strictly about the way they look.  Chairman Kelly said he is okay 
with the way they look; he just believes there may be maintenance 
factors.  Anne Houck stated that she likes the sides of the awnings being 
opened.   
 
Motion:  Anne Houck made the motion to conditionally accept the 
proposal for signage and awnings for 20 South Moger Avenue for 
The Burger Joint as modified by the Board.  Bruce Hartleben 
seconded that motion.  All Ayes. 
 
Chairman Kelly informed the Board that the bank next to CVS on South 
Bedford Road has written a letter claiming some hardship that CVS isn’t 
doing what they are supposed to be doing.  Community Savings Bank has 
asked if they can put up a temporary sign face in the pole sign box with 
the understanding that it will be removed upon submission and approval 
of a sign package for the site if/when CVS comes back to the table.  Right 
now they are subletting their space from CVS and they have no standing 
to come before the Board on their own for sign approval.  Staff is drafting 
up a letter to the Bank and we will go from there.  Chairman Kelly 
explained just because CVS is not cooperating, we do not want to penalize 
the Bank for wanting site identification. 
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Minutes:  
 
April 20, 2011 
 
Motion:  Anne Houck made a motion to approve the minutes from 
the April 20, 2011 meeting as presented.  Jim MacDonald 
seconded the motion.  Bruce Hartleben abstained from voting 
because he was not at that meeting.  The three remaining 
members of the Board voted all aye. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


